
TANGUAGE (1)

;.r{he Mvcenaeans had used the Linear B script, vtrich was then forgotten when their civilization went intot I ',i".Ii.,. afur the Donan invasiors. After these Dark Ages (ca. 120G-800 B.C.), when writing skills

I dir^pp.ur.a, the Greek began to trade vrith the Phoenicians, who ljved in the eastem Mediterranean

where rcbanon is today. Around 800 B.C., they borrowed letters from the Phoenician alphabet which had been

used from around 1000 B.c. The Greels added extra signs for vowels as the original Phoenician alphabet

contained only corsonants. The Phoenicians spoke the vowel sounds but did not write them down ln the Greek

,1oL*, u rirrgi. .t aracter (agrapheme) represents a single sound (a phoneme), e.g., the "p" in "put," "qpin"

and "top."

fuound 500 B.c., the Greeks began to write from left to right after years of writing in both directions'

Greek writers wrote on paper made from papyrus from Eglpt but very few of their rolls have survived' The

Romans, admirers of Greek culture, made many copies of Greek writings when Greece became part of the

Roman Empte and these have been a source of knowledge for scholars studying ancient Greece'
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,4 A d alpha A
B f B

ooC C
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LANGUAGE O)

Acthtdty Botc

1 Discus with your partner any link you can see between our alphzbet and an earlier one. List them

below.

2. Where does *re word "alphabet ' come from?

3. Trarslate these words:

(a) 6€d 6
(c) ,(PA,4.A
(e) TAA,/KI

(b)

(d)

(0

Id rF
/<O+Af
Tpd,rr

4. Make up some words for the other students to tmrslate' Do not mix alphabes'

(a)

(c)

(e)

o)
(d)

(0

5. Which lener shapes are the same in the three alphabets?

6. which letter shapes are similar?

7. Write your name in each of the alphabets listed below

a- Early Greek

b. Classical Greek

c. Modem
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